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NEWSLETTER
OF THE EASTERN IOWA TOURISM ASSOClAT‘ON

EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

The following two scholarship programs have been established to assist members of
the lowa tourism industry in attending education sessions.

1. Scholarships to attend the lowa Tourism Conference and/or SMART
Conference. This is a continuation of the program EITA has offered in previous
years. Applications for this scholarship are due in the region office by noon on
March 15. Applicants can apply to attend the lowa Tourism Conference (5200
scholarship) and/or the SMART Conference (S50 scholarship), and
can apply to attend one or both of these on the same application
form. Refer to the application form for more details.

2. Scholarships to attend both the National Main Street Conference
in May and the lowa Tourism Conference in October and offers a
total reimbursement of $355. This scholarship is set up on a first-come, first serve
basis and will fund the first 10 eligible applicants per tourism region. Applications
for this scholarship will be accepted until noon on March 15 or until the first ten
eligible applicants are awarded. Reimbursement is provided after attendance at
both conferences. Refer to the application form for more information.

Z Please note that you cannot apply for funding to attend the lowa Tourism

Conference from both scholarship programs listed above. Applications are
available under the Membership Information section at www.easterniowatourism.
org. and the deadline for both grant applications is noon on March 15. Please contact
the EITA office with any questions.

MARCH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
WITH THE IOWA OFFICE OF TOURISM STAFF

Plan to join us on March 2 for the EITA General Membership Meeting
being held at Breitbach’s Country Dining in Balltown. This is your

opportunity to hear the latest information

and updates from the Iowa Office of tfayg[ | OWA .com
Tourism.

Registration materials were mailed out the first week in February or you
may register by contacting the EITA office at 800-891-3482.

New Yeaw'y Towrism Resolution

Have you decided to get more involved with your region? We have opportunities for you to
consider: involvement with committees, hosting a General Membership Meeting, or serving
as a TFI District Leader. Please take a moment to submit your ideas to Carrie Koelker at
carrie@easterniowatourism.org as we begin working on our FY’12 Action Plan.




TFI District Leaders Still Needed...Districts 42 & 19

The purpose of the TFI District Leader Program is to identify individual volunteers willing to serve as the
voice for the lowa Tourism Industry in their area and to enhance existing communications on tourism

legislative issues. LET’S TALK

TFI is seeking volunteers willing to serve as District Leaders in a few
remaining districts in Eastern lowa that have vacancies, Scott/Clinton
counties (42) and Cedar Rapids (19). If you are interested in serving in one
of these districts please contact Carrie Koelker at 800-891-3482.

The 84th Assembly of the lowa State Legislature is assembled. When you
have an opportunity, please take time to remind your elected officials how tourism impacts your community!

j\‘r Legislative Showcase is scheduled for Tuesday, February 22 Z/“'7
at the lowa State Fairgrounds!

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

Do you know an organization that would benefit from grant opportunities, a listing in the EITA Visitor’s Guide,
a link on the EITA website, legislative representation, and advertising opportunities? Invite them or send them
our way.

ASTERN
We would welcome new members to join our membership base of nearly 270 tourism related EASTERIN

businesses. The more active members we have, the stronger our region becomes and that will
benefit you as a current member.

F2

under the Membership Information section. Our Membership Committee will be updating the membership
brochure soon. If you would like to provide EITA with a testimonial, please send one to Carrie Koelker at
carrie@easterniowatourism.org.

The Membership Application is available on the EITA website (www.easterniowatourism.org)

Congratulations...

CoralVville and Davenport oh being selected as 2011 RAGBRAI communities!

January Web Site Visitors DATES & DEADLINES
FY’11 FY’10 February 22 Legislative Showcase, Des Moines
Page Views 2,607 3,015 February 23 CITR/IGTA Joint Meeting, Des Moines
Total Visitors 860 871 March 2 EITA General Membership Meeting
. . e Breitbach’s Country Dining, Balltown
J anuary Visitor Guide Distribution March 15 Deadline-Education Scholarships
FY’11 FY’10 March 31 Deadline-FY’12 EITA Meeting Bids
Guides Distributed 240 11 April 6 EITA Executive Committee Meeting,
Year-to-Date 6,782 4,043 Burlington
May 4 EITA/IGTA General Membership Meeting
Isle Casino Hotel Bettendorf
EITA We lcomes May 31 EITA Grant Reimbursement Forms due

Fort Madison Partners
as our newest member!



You can win an iPod Touch by providing us with your input!

We would like to thank you for being a valued member and like many organizations we turn to our membership
for honest feedback. As we prepare for our upcoming fiscal year, we are asking for your input and suggestions.

We are excited to ask you to complete an online membership survey which will help EITA better serve you. As
an incentive to complete the survey by March 15 EITA, we will be giving away an iPod Touch (or a crisp $100
bill if that is your preference) to one lucky member who completes the survey by the deadline!

Watch your inbox for further details.
T T e e T LT T

SHOW OFF YOUR COMMUNITY AT AN EITA MEETING!

The Eastern lowa Tourism Association invites you to submit a proposal to host an EITA General Membership
Meeting in FY’12. This is one of the great benefits of being an EITA member, having the chance to showcase
your community to the tourism industry at a General Membership Meeting! These meetings give us an
opportunity to explore different areas of our region, as well as network with our tourism peers. If you

are interested in submitting a proposal to host a meeting, please see the enclosed RFP which includes the
meeting criteria and helpful information for submitting your proposal. If you have any questions regarding
your proposal, please fee free to contact the EITA office.

The following are the tentative FY’12 meeting dates, mark your calendars!

e September 7,2011
e January 4, 2012

e March?7 2012

e May2 2012

2011 EITA Visitor Guides Available!

The EITA Visitor’s Guide is published annually and the 2011 edition is ready to put into the
travelers hands. The visitor guides will be distributed to prospective travelers, travel media, tour
planners, and placed in Welcome Centers throughout lowa. Also, a downloadable version will be
available on our website.

Thank you to the 58 members that supported the publication with advertising placements and
helped EITA secure ad sales totaling over $29,000. Thank you to the following advertisers for

their support!
Amana Colonies CVB e Anamosa State Penitentiary Museum e Bellevue Area Chamber of Commerce

Bonaparte Inn e Buchanan County Tourism e Calkins Square e Carl & Mary Koehler History Center e Cedar
Falls TVB/Waterloo CVB e Cedar Rapids CVB e Chickasaw County Tourism e Clayton County Development
e Clinton CVB e Comfort Inn e Country Junction Restaurant e Crystal Lake Cave e Curtis Mansion Historical
Foundation e DeWitt Chamber of Commerce ® Dubuque Area CVB e Dubuque River Rides e Fairfield lowa
CVB e Fayette County Tourism e Fireside Winery e Greater Burlington CVB e Guttenberg Development
& Tourism e Henry County Tourism e Herbert Hoover Presidential Museum e lowa Children’s Museum
e Jackson County Area Tourism e Jones County Tourism e Kalona Area Chamber of Commerce e Kalona
Historical Village  Keokuk CTB e Lady Luck Casino Marquette e Linn County Conservation ¢ Midwest Old
Threshers e Mississippi Explorer Cruises e Mount Vernon Lisbon Development Group e Muscatine CVB o
Mystique Casino e National Czech & Slovak Museum e National Farm Toy Museum e National Mississippi
River Museum e Off the Wall/Great River Gallery eOhnward Fine Arts Center » Old Creamery Theatre ¢ Ox
Yoke Inn e Pull’R Inn Motel ¢ PZAZZ! Entertainment Complex e Quad City International Airport e River Cruises
e Seed Savers e Silos & Smokestacks National Heritage Area e Tipton Community Development e Villages of
Van Buren e Waterloo Center for the Arts ® Waverly Chamber of Commerce ¢ Winneshiek County CVB




